The Yo-Yo Man Returns to CBS 


The Yo-Yo Man, Tom Smothers, will again return to CBS 
this winter as part of “The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour.” 
The first show will be taped on Sept. 23. It is tentatively 
scheduled to be broadcast sometime in January, possibly as a 
mid-season replacement. 

“There’s going to be yo-yoing on every show,” Tom 
Smothers told Yo-Yo Times. “The country is going crazy over 
yo-yos.” 

"The first Yo-Yo Man segment features a visit from Harvey 
Lowe of Vancouver, who is billed as the Great Yomaster. In a 
flashback scene that recreates the mystical origins of the yo- 
yo culture in the “holiest of places,” Napa Valley, you will 
leam why the Yo-Yo Man never speaks. “When in the state of 
yo, you must remain silent,” the yomaster tells his young stu- 
dent. “The yo speaks for itself. So remember, no audi-yo.” 

Lowe is one of the few people in the world who may have 
a legitimate claim to the title of ““World’s Champion.” In 1932, 
at the age of 13, he won that title in a contest at the Empire 
Theater in London. Along with the title came a job offer from 
Duncan Yo-Yo. For the next 3 years, he toured Europe for 
Duncan. Later, he got into broadcasting and then the res- 
taurant business. He is now retired. 


Help Keep the Yo-Yo Man on TV! 
Write Today to CBS; Every Letter is Important 


“Every letter counts,” says Marcy Carriker, associate 
producer of the new “Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour.” Get 
out your pens, typewriters and word processors. Send a letter 
toyour local CBS affiliate station. Tell them how much you 
love the Smothers Brothers and want to see the show con- 
tinued as a regular part of the CBS schedule. 

As of this writing, CBS has ordered only six more shows. 
Your cards and letters can help assure Dick and Tom’s con- 
tinued exposure on the air—not to mention the tremendous 
publicity they are giving to the world’s greatest toy. 

Write today to your local CBS stations, whose address and 
phone number should be listed in your telephone directory 
under "CBS Affiliate.” If necessary, call the local affiliate and 
get its address. Your letters are needed now. Write today! 


Plans Now Underway for . 
First International Yo-Yo Conference 
Next Summer at Disneyland 


Begin now to prepare for the First International Yo-Yo 
Convention and Yo-lympics, sponsored by Yo-Yo Times news- 
letter, next summer. The conference is set for late July or early 
August, 1989, at or near Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. Exact 
dates and location will be announced later. We are attempting 
to pick dates that will allow the Smothers Brothers to appear. 

Also, because most attendees will be paying their own 
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way, we are looking for a location that will enable us to keep 
costs to a minimum. 

The Yo-lympics will answer the long-debated question, 
“Who is the World Champion Yo-Yoer?” To the best of our 
knowledge, there hasn’t been anything approaching a true 
world championship contest since Duncan ran the last one in 
1962 or so. The contest will be open to anyone attending the 
conference. Three champions will be selected: a youth cham- 
pion, an adult champion and a senior champion. The senior 
competition is for the “grand old men (and women)” who 
have been yoing for more than 50 years. 

Also, look for sessions on a wide variety of fascinating 
topics such as: how to carve designs in a wooden yo-yo; basic, 
intermediate and advanced tricks; how to put together a win- 
ning routine; a share-your-own-original-tricks workshop; per- 
formances by the living legends of yo-yoing; how to make 
money selling yo-yos at flea markets and craft fairs; the sport 
of yo-yoing; how to run your own contest; how to make your 
Own yo-yo; and dozens of other exciting and fun-filled ac- 
tivities. 

You might want to begin now to plan your summer vaca- 
tion around the convention. We’ ll let you know the dates and 
locations soon, possibly in the next issue of Yo-Yo Times. If 
you are a younger yo-yoer (high school age or below) and 
think you have a shot at winning the world champion title, 
you might want to begin lining up one or more local busi- 
nesses to sponsor your trip to the convention. 

Your input is invited. Do you have ideas for sessions 
you’d like to see on the program and possibly even present 
yourself? Send them along to The First International Yo-Yo 
Convention and Yo-lympics, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 3190, 
Oakton, VA 22124. See yo’ there! 


Are Yo-Yoers Better Students? 


Do kids who yo-yo get better grades? Help us solve this 
mystery once and for all—and maybe even show your 
teachers that they should encourage you to yo-yoing, not take 
your yo-yo away from you, which teachers seem to have a 
penchant for doing. 

When we first announced the publication of Yo-Yo Times, 
we had a special, reduced-price subscription for students. 
Those requesting that rate had to send in a report card or other 
proof of age. Many sent their report cards. 

We were surprised to find out that the report cards we saw 
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had such good grades on them. One student had straight A’s, 
and most of them had at least a B average. 

Is this phenomenon universal? Send us your report cards, 
and we’ll print the TRUTH about yo-yoers! Then you can 
show the article to your teacher, principal and parents, and 
maybe they'll let you practice a little more often instead of 
hassling you about “put that damed thing away.” We well 
remember what it was like when we were in school. The prin- 
cipal outlawed yo-yos in school right at the peak of their 
popularity. And, yes, we were good students, with a B+ 
average. 

Photocopy that report card and send it in. Or, better yet, 
photocopy a report card for the last grading period before you 
took up yo-yoing and then a later report card to show how 
much your grades improved as your yo-yoing taught you dis- 
cipline, coordination, enthusiasm and persistence. 

Let’s prove to the world once and for all that yo-yoers are 
not yo-yos! 


Inventor Seeks Marketer 
for Design-Your-Own Yo-Yo 


Wouldn’t it be neat if you could change the design on the 
sides of your yo-yo as often as you like by changing the con- 
figuration of the side panels? 

Bob Burroughs has designed and patented just such a yo- 
yo. Its removable disks on each side come in a variety of pat- 
terns and colors and can be quickly changed to suit the yo- 
yoer’s mood or fancy. 

“T’ve been to yard sales and flea markets, and I’ve seen 
scores of people trading baseball cards,” Burroughs told us. 
“That’s big business these days. Imagine what it would be like 
if kids started swapping their yo-yo design inserts. I think this 
has more potential than any other yo-yo I’ve seen yet. If this 
thing is promoted right, it will not only outsell every other yo- 
yo, it will be the hottest selling toy on the market.” 

The inserts are of different sizes and in the shape of 
washers, with the smaller ones slipping easily in place over 
the larger ones to create even more patterns. The washer-like 
inserts are held in place by a small screw, which can be quick- 
ly removed to change designs. 

In its initial configuration, Burroughs has proposed five 
basic design concepts, four for boys (white/sailboat, blue 
knight, deep black/spaceship and bright red cougar’s head) 
and one for girls (red rose). Each yo-yo would come with six 
different design inserts that could be interchanged and rear- 
ranged by the player. 

“What sets this toy apart from any other yo-yo is that the 
youngster will look upon their retum top like a fine jeweled 
watch with individual design inserts that can be traded off to 
other kids to create a design on their own whim,” he said. 

Burroughs is seeking help from a major yo-yo manufactur- 
er to market the new design yo-yos. (Robert Burroughs, 20400 
Frederick Rd., #1-2, Germantown, MD 20874, 301/540-6140.) 


THE KLUTZ YO-YOBOOK $9.95 

yp A complete compendium of 
_ yo-yo tricks and history. 
“y Everything from Rock-the- 
/ Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
/ all here: 83 pages lavishly 


/ illustrated, photographed, and 
| / packaged with our own maple wood 
/ yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
# Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
/ catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
“y Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 
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ABZ Toys Markets the 
Yo-Yo Pal Yo-Yo and Holder 


“A good, inexpensive wooden yo-yo.” That’s the way 
Tony Costanzo, president of ABZ Toys, described the new Yo- 
Yo Pal his company brought onto the market in July. 

Each yo-yo comes with its own “Pal”—-a leather carrying 
strap that slips onto the user’s belt and holds the yo-yo. The 
strap loops around the yo-yo, leaving it prominently displayed 
on the belt. 

Because each yo-yo has a brightly colored laser-like, holo- 
graphic diffraction disk on both sides, the yo-yo appears al- 
most like a shiny piece of jewelry. The disks display an array 
of constantly changing colors as the yo-yo spins in the light. 

“One of our main goals when we started the company was 
to make toys that look good,” he said. 

“T designed the strap to expose the yo-yo so you can carry 
it all the time and, if you have a spare moment, pull it out and 
practice,” Costanzo said. 

The holder is particularly nice for kids, he explained, be- 
cause they have small pockets, and yo-yos in small pockets 
tend to bulge out awkwardly. 

The yo-yos are made out of hard rock maple and retail for 
$5.95, including the holder. Each side of the yo-yo has a dif- 
ferent color disk on it. “I wanted to show that every time the 
yo-yo loops, it changes direction—and thus color,” he said. 

Costanzo worked closely with engineer and yo-yo expert 
Bill deBoisblanc to come up with an inexpensive wooden yo- 
yo that plays well. ABZ is also planning to bring out a high- 
performance model soon. (ABZ Toys Inc., 5133 Coronado 
Ave., Oakland, CA 94618, 415/658-9230.) 


Yomega Goes to Canada 


Unless your name is “Canada Games,” you can’t market a 
“yo-yo” in Canada. That company owns the trademark rights 
to the word yo-yo (see story on p. 8 of the July-August issue). 

However, that doesn’t prevent you from marketing a 
product that looks, feels, acts, tastes, smells and plays like a 
yo-yo—provided you call it something else. 

That’s exactly what Yomega is doing. Yomega makes and 
markets the Yomega, “The Yo-Yo with a Brain,” but only in 
the U.S. In Canada, the product is being marketed as 
“Yomega: The Bandalore with a Brain.” ““Bandalore” is an ear- 
lier word for “yo-yo” that has been traced back at least as far 
back as France in 1790, according to George Malko’s The One 
and Only Yo-Yo Book. 

“Tt’s the same as our Phantom model,” company produc- 
tion manager Len Amaral told us. The Executive mode! will 
not be sold in Canada at this time because it has the word yo- 
yo imbedded in the plastic. (Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., 
Fall River, MA 02720, 617/672-7399.) 


Yo Briefs 


Duncan Toys Inc., 801 Lynn Ave., Baraboo, WI 53913, 
608/356-5551, is breaking new ground in advertising. It is cur- 
rently conducting its first-ever TV promotion in the fall, sales 
coordinator Tom O’Brien told us. For its fall campaign, it has 
placed 200 sixty-second spots on Nickelodeon and CBN cable 
networks during children’s shows throughout the week. In the 
spring, Duncan plans a record-setting number of promotions. 
It is gearing up to place 1,600 spots—more than it has ever 
placed before—between Feb. 5 and May 25, 1989, on four 
cable networks, Nickelodeon, USA Network, WTBS-Supersta- 
tion and CBN. Another first: Duncan will place some of its 
spring ads during prime time hours (7-11 p.m.) on Nick and 
USA, O’Brien said.... The official Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo 


Man Yo-Yo, made by Hummingbird Toy Co., is selling well, 
Hummingbird owner Brad Countryman reports. “We’re ship- 
ping about 30,000 yo-yos a week,” he said. They first hit the 
shelves in September. Overall, Hummingbird sales are up 300- 
400% over last year. The company changed its name this sum- 
mer; the old name was The Country Wood Shop.... Yo-yos con- 
tinue to sell well in Canada, Canada Games’ “Fast Eddy” Mc- 
Donald reports. ““We’ve changed from selling yo-yos as a 
promotional item [i.e., a toy that sells well only when promot- 
ed] to a year-round item,” McDonald said. Sales have topped 
1 million this year, compared with about a half million last 
year. (Canada Games Co. Ltd., 61 Wildcat Rd, Downsview, 
Ontario, Canada M3J 2P5, 416/661-6203.)....The new “Vid-e- 
Yo,” a 42-minute how-to video tape ($29.95) from Playmaxx 
Inc. (665 E. 18th St., Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 85701, 602/623- 
9981), briefly described in our last issue, comes with two Pro- 
Yo long-spinning yo-yos and holster, and extra strings. It is 
especially designed to instruct youngsters from about age 7 
through 14, company president Don Duncan told us, and fea- 
tures long-time pro Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash....“The Yo- 
mega Instructional Video,” first announced in the last issue, 
is ready for delivery. The video, which features company 
owners Len and Alan Amaral demonstrating how to operate 
““Yomega, the Yo-Yo with a Brain” (a centrifugal clutch that 
brings the yo-yo automatically back to your hand as it nears 
the end of its spin), is available for $19.95 plus $2 shipping 
and handling from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall 
River, MA 02720, 617/672-7399....Remember how the travel- 
ing yO-yo pros would carve your initials and a little tropical 
scene o the side of your wooden yo-yo? That was years ago. 
Hardly anybody does it today. If you yearn for an exotic hand 
carving on one of your new wooden yo-yos, send it to Phil 
Morin, 6 Horseshoe Dr., Bellingham, MA 02019 (home 
phone: 508/966-0594), a former Cheerio pro who still loves to 
carve. For $5 he’ll carve a beautiful scene on one side of your 
yo-yo, or $8.50 for both sides, plus $1.50 retum postage and 
handling. You get your choice of your name plus (1) a scene 
featuring two palm tress, a sailboat and sea gull, (2) a bird of 
paradise with a variety of decorations, or (3) a Mexican 
scene....New from Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos, 2383 Califor- 
nia St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138: a brightly 
illustrated yo-yo T-shirt that has the Kuhn logo on the front 
and an action drawing of a yo-yoing skateboarder and the logo 
“Yo for It!” on the back. Ted Goff of San Francisco designed 
the shirt. Cost: Adult, $12 (S, M, L, XL, XXL); child, $10 (S, 
M; for L, order adult S), plus $2.50 shipping per order....More 
great news: Tom Kuhn reports that he is preparing to bring 
Helane Zeiger’s long out-of-print book, The World on a 
String, first published in 1979, back into print in time for the 
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Christmas season. It will include an addendum on all that’s 
happened in the yo-yo world in the 10 years since Helane 
finished the book....Reader Brett Feeley of Fonthill, Ontario, 
wrote last issue to ask who made his Beaver Canoe yo-yo. 
Debra Archer at the Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., 
PO. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120, wants to let 
Brett know that it is made by her company....Spinmaster In- 
ternational (new address: Rt. 1, Box 410, Cedar Creek, TX 
78612, 512/321-3264) is planning to market two yo-yos made 
for it in Mexico, (1) a small model, the “Spinmaster Hotshot, 
for $1.99, and (2) a butterfly model, which is 8 grams heavier 
than Duncan’s butterfly model, president Carl Bates told us. 


Where are CDs Like Yo-Yos? 
At First Wisconsin Bank 


Interest rates go up and down. So do yo-yos. So when 
Mary Campbell, the marketing officer for First Wisconsin 
Bank, Milwaukee, looked around for a way to promote her 
pos new CDs (certificates of deposit), the yo-yo came to 
mind. 

“Our new product, the ‘Raise-Your-Rate CD,’ is a 2 1/2 
year CD that gives the customer a one-time option to increase 
the interest rate they’re earning as well as the option to 
withdraw 25% of their balance without penalty at the same 
time,” Campbell told Yo-Yo Times. “Our ads promoting the 
new CDs feature a yo-yo. The theme is that whether rates go 
up or down, the customer comes out ahead.” 

Campbell ordered a bundle of yo-yos with the bank’s logo 
on them, plus the slogan, “Many Happy Returns.” Next came 
the idea of bringing in a professional yo-yo demonstrator to at- 
tract interest by his appearances at each of the bank’s 17 
branches. To locate the best demonstrator for the job, 
Campbell called on sports promotion expert John Counsell of 
Counsell Marketing Group in Milwaukee. Counsell, a former 
Minnesota Twin, specializes in tying business promotions in 
with a variety of sports figures. He put the bank in touch with 
Douglas Bahringer, a former Duncan Yo-Yo pro who is now a 
security consultant living in Milwaukee. 

Bahringer will perform his yo-yo wizardry at each of the 
bank’s 17 branches during a two-week period in late Septem- 
ber. Everyone attending the demonstrations will receive a yo- 
yo trick sheet, plus yo-yoing lessons from a pro. 

Bahringer has developed a “new” trick to help out in the 
promo. First, he throws a sleeper as he talks about how inter- 
est rates are steady—sometimes. Then he removes the string 
from his finger and throws a “skyrocket,” which sends the yo- 
yo up to ceiling, telling the audience that “you can increase 
your interest rate as the rates go up.” Finally, he catches the 
yo-yo in his pocket, saying, “That’s how you end up with 
money in your pocket!” 

“At first I was leery how a yo-yo promotion might be 
received,” Campbell told Yo-Yo Times. “But I was amazed 
how receptive the bank’s management was. I did a couple of 
tricks I’d learned when I was kid, and they were quite im- 
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pressed,” Campbell said. 

“No one can say the word ‘yo-yo’ without smiling. It 
created such a sense of excitement among all the bank 
employees that it has more than covered all the expenses al- 
ready in terms of increased productivity. 

“Depending on how the yo-yo demonstrations go over, we 
are considering holding yo-yo contests,” she said. 


How to Runa Yo-Yo Program 
at Your Summer Camp, Part Ill 


How to Put on a Successful Talent Show Act 
by Stuart F. Crump Jr., Editor 


By the second or third day of classes, you should begin 
putting together a presentation for your camp talent show. 
After all, what fun is it to yo-yo if you can’t show off your 
new-found skill? 

One problem: every kid will want to perform in the show. 
You can resolve this problem in one of two ways: (1) Put 
everybody in the show, or (2) find some method of keeping 
the number down. 

I’ve tried both methods and can report that I prefer the 
former—allowing every child who wants to to be in the show. 
You’ll probably find that not everyone will want to perform, 
so the number may not get out of hand. 

The year we tried this method, I had to limit most of the 
kids to one or two tricks. Those who had mastered only the 
basics demonstrated only the basic tricks. One girl hadn’t 
mastered anything by the end of the week—at least nothing 
well enough to present at the talent show—but she still 


Try to make sure that each 
youngster gets at least one round 
of applause during the show. 


wanted to be in the show. Her contribution was to demonstrate 

the “No Yo”—a simple trick in which the yo-yo is wound up 

so tightly against the finger that it stays in place when you 

on your hand up. Performed properly, this can be quite 
unny. 

She then segued into the “Blow Yo”—a trick performed 
by blowing hard on the yo-yo and at the same time flexing her 
hand enough to jar the yo-yo loose and letting it fall to the end 
of the string. The audience loved it. 

If you opt for the second approach, you’ll need to find a 
method of keeping the total number of participants down to a 
manageable number. If you follow this approach, five or six 
youngsters on the stage at one time is probably the ideal num- 
ber for your show. 

You could select the best players by holding a contest. I 
tried a different approach. I told the campers that if they 
wanted to be in the show, they had to perfect certain tricks. I 
also said that if we had too many participants who mastered 
those tricks, we’d have a further elimination based on some 
even more advanced tricks. 

Even though yo-yoing is primarily an individual sport 
rather than a team effort, the campers need to understand the 
importance of the team effort required to put on a talent-show 
performance featuring more than one yo-yoer. For example, 
they need to understand that they must hold onto their own yo- 
yos—not play with them—-when someone else is performing a 
trick. Their turn will come. 

Look upon preparing for the show as an opportunity to 
learn a new form of discipline. You have to sit them down and 
explain that the director is in charge and that they need to 
obey the director. Explain that the director is necessary to en- 
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sure a smooth, harmonious production in which everyone will 
be allowed to shine. Otherwise, you will have nothing but con- 
fusion on the stage. 

The talent show act can be as elaborate as you want it. We 
kept ours simple. As the narrator, I came on stage and told a 
little bit about the program, humorously commenting that “per- 
haps you might have noticed a few yo-yos around camp.” 

I then described my own variation of the philosophy of yo. 
For example, I explained the qualities yo-yoing teaches. “Yo- 
yoing teaches patience,” I said, “especially on the part of the 
instructor,” which got a laugh. I explained some of the basic 
tricks and had the kids do them as I talked about them. They 
lined up on stage beside me, arranged in order by height (it 
looks better that way). I’d call on them one at a time to do the 
tricks in basically the same order that they learned them (as 
described in the first article). 

When we got to the more complicated tricks, only those 
who could do them would step forward. I described each 
trick’s level of difficulty and explained the dangers of certain 
tricks such as “shoot the moon” (which one of the boys actual- 
ly managed to do after just a week in camp). If a child missed 
a trick, I explained that “the philosophy of yo permits you to 
make a mistake because we’re all still learning. Try again and 
don’t get frustrated. Don’t give up.” 

The parents in the audience seemed to appreciate that their 
children are learning important lessons such as self-discipline 
and patience even as they learn to play with a new toy. 

Whenever any youngster performed a trick particularly 
well, I encouraged the audience to “give him (or her) a big 
round of applause!” Try to make sure that each youngster gets 
at least one round of applause during the show. 

One of the boys even invented his own trick, which we put 
in the act, introducing it as an original trick. It took him two or 
three tries to do it successfully, but he received a big round of 
applause when he finally pulled it off. 

Finally, if the instructor feels particularly up to it, he can 
end up by doing five or six more advanced tricks to show 
what we are going to accomplish next year. Develop a humor- 
ous patter to go along with your presentation. If possible, re- 
late your funniest lines to something or someone at the camp 
itself. For example, when performing “Spaghetti,” make a 
comment about “that delicious spaghetti we all ate Wednesday 
night in the dining hall.” “Topical” comments are almost al- 
ways guaranteed to draw a laugh—especially those that relate 
to camp food. Keep them positive, and everyone will love it. 
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| TRICKS 


Keep Those Tricks A-Comin’ In! 


When we asked for your original tricks, we figured maybe 
a half dozen readers might send in one or two tricks. 

Wow! Were we ever surprised! Several dozen readers 
wrote in, and several letters contained three and four tricks. 
We can’t even begin to publish them all in one issue. If your 
trick didn’t make it this month, don’t despair! We’re going to 
keep at and try to get them into the newsletter. 

In fact, we are seriously toying with the idea of putting out 
a book of entirely new tricks because we doubt we’ll ever be 
able to find room for all these wonderful tricks in the newslet- 
ter. If you’d like to see your tricks in Yo-Yo Times and/or in the 
new book, send them along. Photos, sketches and even 
videotapes (VHS, please) that can help us understand the trick 
are always appreciated. 

As we mentioned before, if we run your trick, we’ll extend 
your subscription free for 6 months. If it’s selected “Trick of 
the Month,” you get a free year’s subscription. Same deal ap- 
plies to any trick we use in the book. So get those pens, word 
processors, photographs and videotapes working. 

If you have an unusual trick that you did not invent but 
which you’d like to share, send it along, too. Please be sure to 
give as much background information on the trick as possible 
so we can give credit where it is due. 

Just to protect ourselves in the future, please be advised 
that sending us your trick means that you are giving us permis- 
sion to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. You 
will, of course, receive full credit in both places as the 
originator of the trick. 

in order to simplify descriptions, all instructions are writ- 
ten for right handers. If you’re left-handed, you’ve already 
learned how to adjust to living in a right-handers’ world, 
which is why you're smarter than the right handers, so you 
should have little trouble figuring out how to do the tricks 
backwards. 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YO*YOs 
2383 CALIFORNIA STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 9411S (415) 921-8138 


A Few More Tricks from the U. of A. 


Submitted by Rudy Aguilar, Univ. of Arizona 


“T’m a yo-yoholic,” Rudi Aguilar writes from the Univer- 
sity of Arizona, where he goes to school. “Unlike my yo-yo 
pals, I prefer todo freestyle yoing instead of performing al- 
ready-invented tricks.” Here are a few of his creations. 


Earthquake in Paris 

This trick is a variation on the Eiffel Tower. 

1. Instead of throwing a sleeper, throw a “sleeping beauty” 
or a “sidewinder,” whichever you prefer. Leave maximum 
length on the string. 

2. Make the Eiffel Tower (which is explained in all the 
trick books and on the videos). 

3. The vibrating action of the sleeping beauty will cause 
the tower to shake, giving you an “earthquake in Paris.” 


The Shaking Cross 
Begin this trick just as if you were throwing an Eiffel 


Tower. However, do not release the string from the thumb of 
your left hand. Instead, spread the strings out so they form a 


Trick of the Month: The Eclipse 
Submitted by Scott Musgrave, Raleigh, N.C. 


{Editor’s note: Even though the Eclipse may not be the 
most spectacular trick submitted this month, we gave it the 
coveted “Trick of the Month” award because of the other ideas 
Scott sent along with it. As we ourselves get more deeply into 
yoing, we have begun to realize that the art of yo consists of 
more than just a series of tricks. It involves developing a 
routine and a character and presenting your act with a dash of 
Sh-yo-manship.} 


Being a magician, I try to add variety to my act. A yo-yo is 
: perfect way to add that something special that makes me dif- 

erent. 

I put a piece of flash paper (available at any magic store) 
on my yo with a dab of magician’s wax (beeswax). I hold the 
flash paper in my right hand so that it hides the yo-yo. Then I 
light a cigarette lighter with my left hand and concentrate on it. 
I slowly bring my right hand up—with the hidden yo-yo in it— 
and touch the paper to the flame, which sends up a quick flash 
of light. Then I slowly throw the yo-yo out or down. 

That can be a flashy way to open your routine. I doa 10- 
15-minute talking act about the yo-yo. I find adults really 
enjoy seeing a yo-yo, even more so than the kids. 

When I perform from table to table in restaurants, people 
will call me over to show them more yo-yo tricks. I also juggle, 
blow bubbles, do sight gags and make balloon animals. 


When I finish my yo act, I throw the yo into an empty 
changing bag and magically change it into an egg or something 
else epee (Changing bags are also available at magic 
stores. 

Sometimes I start my act by juggling a bouncy ball, a bean 
bag and a yo-yo. I stop and put away the bean bag. “Nothing 
you can do with this thing.” I bounce the ball and vanish it. 
“Nothing to do with that, either.” All that’s left is the yo-yo, so 
I go into my yo act. 

Lately I’ve been working on string tricks with a magic 
wand. Instead of using my left hand, I use the wand to do string 
tricks. Boy! Is it hard! So far I can do rock the baby and 
eclipse. ; 

Here’s how to do “The Eclipse”: 

Start with a regular “around the world.” Patter: “As the 
moon gets aligned with the earth....[Make it up and ad lib 
something astronomical as you go along.]” My left hand 
catches the middle of the yo-yo string as it comes around in 
front of me. The yo-yo swings around the index finger of my 
left hand once. Then J remove the left finger, and the yo-yo 
swings back out and back to the palm of the hand—or maybe 
even into another around the world, a couple of “astro loops,” 
or “lunar loops” (“loop the loops”). 

This is a simple trick to do, but it always gets a great 
response from the audience. 
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cross. The top of the cross is your left index finger. The left 
thumb forms one end of the cross bar; the right thumb is on 
the other end. The yo-yo-strin finger and the yo-yo itself 
form the bottom of the cross. (Like most tricks, this one is 
more difficult to describe than it is to do!) 

You can do this with a normal-spinning yo-yo. If you use a 
sleeping-beauty style throw, the cross will shake. Rudi calls 
this latter effect “The KKK,” but we’re a bit hesitant to use 
that name for a trick! Let your conscience be your guide. 


More Tricks 


Half-Way Around the Corner: A Tough One 

We learned this trick (well, we shouldn’t say we’ve 
learned it yet; we heard about it) from two players, Dale 
Oliver and Dan Volk. 

Dale said he first heard of it as a joke that Barney Akers 
pulled on him. With a straight face, Barney told him to do 
“round the corner,” but instead of letting the yo-yo fly over his 
arm and down toward the ground, he should catch it just as it 
comes over his arm—on the fly, so to speak. 

“T tried it for 3 or 4 days and couldn’t do it,” Oliver said. 
“So I asked him to show me how. He just laughed. ’I was just 
putting you on,’ Barney said. "It can’t be done.’ 

“Telling me something couldn’t be done was like waving a 
red flag, so I practiced it and practiced it until I learned how to 
do it.” 

What’s the trick called? Oliver didn’t have an answer. He 
suggested maybe it could be called, ““Head’em off at the pass.” 
Dan Volk showed us that he can do it, too. He gives the 

trick the name, “Half-way around the corner,” which we like. 

Try it. It’s tricky. We’re going to master it one day. 
One-Handed Man on the Flying Trapeze 

This one is from Dale Oliver, also. It’s almost a variation 
on “around the corner.” 

Throw the yo-yo backwards (as if you were going to do 
“round the world” backwards) and loop it over your elbow 
from undemeath, similar to the way you do “round the 
corner”—except upside down. As the yo-yo flies around and 
over your elbow, catch it on the string. 

This one is tough. “I can probably do it every time now— 
with a butterfly,” Oliver said. “I can’t do it more than one time 
out of three with a regular yo-yo.” 

Another reader, Wendell Mullins of Virginia Beach, Va., 
also sent in this trick, complete with diagram. He adds that 
“this trick is 200% easier when done in a T-shirt and not a 


baggy shirt.” Also, he says it’s called, “Man on the Low Wire.” 


Still More Tricks 


The Invisible Yo-Yo: Glow for It! 
(from Dennis Lesley, Birmingham, AL) 


“The Invisible Yo-Yo” can be performed with almost any 
yo-yo. To prepare for this trick, obtain a small can of glow-in- 
the-dark spray paint from your local hobby store. Lightly 
Spray yOur yo-yo string with the paint. (Note: Too much paint 
will “stiffen” the string.) 

With your glow-in-the-dark string, you can perform a 
“Lights Out” session during a performance indoors. String 
tricks such as the Eiffel Tower are very effective with a glow- 
in-the-dark string. 


Through the Hoop: Knot Easy 
(from Matt A. Schwartz, Ridgewood, NJ) 


1. Throw a fast sleeper. 
2. Form “rock the baby” with the string resting only on the 
thumb. 
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3. On the backward swing toward your chest, let the string 
roll off your thumb and quickly remove your left hand. Rock 
the yo-yo “through the hoop.” 

4. If performed correctly, the yo-yo should look as if it is 
going “through the hoop.” Be careful that the loop does not 
twist around. Otherwise, you may get a knot in the string 
when you drop the yo-yo. 

This trick can be repeated as many times as possible. My 
personal record is three consecutive “through the hoops.” 


Stupid Yo-Yo Tricks 


Yo Master Dan Volk has come up with an assortment of 
odd tricks that will no doubt rival the infamous “stupid pet 
tricks” that David Letterman has popularized. If you have one 
or two of your own, write and share them with us. We'll ex- 
tend your subscription for six months if we use one. 

To get you started, here are two from Dan: 


Two-Handed Bluff: The Intercepted Pass 

If you ever get asked, “Can you play two-handed tricks?” 
no longer need you blush and say, “Nah, not yet, but I’m work- 
ing on it.” Try this one: 

Throw the yo-yo out in a forward pass with one hand and 
catch it as it comes back with the other hand, palm up. 

That’s all there is to it. Certainly qualifies as a stupid yo- 
yo trick. Try to do it as dramatically as possible. 


Yo-Yo Soccer: You’li Get a Kick Out of This One 

If you find your audience is not impressed with the Two- 
Handed Bluff, here’s a variation that should appeal to people 
with foot fetishes. 

Throw a few “loop the loops.” As the yo-yo returns on one 
of the loops, stick your foot out and kick it. 

With a little practice, you can go right back into the loops 
without stopping. Then kick it again. And again. Until the 
audience protests or your leg gets tired. 


Don’t Go Round the Corner: A Real Yawner 

Your editor claims credit for inventing this stupid yo-yo 
trick, though he can’t imagine why. 

Throw a fast sleeper and loop it over your bent, out- 
stretched arm as if you were going to do “around the corner.” 
Reach down with your yo-yo hand and stop the yo-yo in mid- 
spin. 

If performed properly, this anticlimatic act should elicit a 
few laughs. Milk it for all it’s worth with comments such as, 
“This has to be the dumbest trick I’ve ever seen. I did that the 
other night, and the only thing that kept the whole audience 
from walking out was that it put half of them to sleep.” 

Then, just as the audience is about to boot you out, reach 
down again with your yo-yo hand and give the yo a “snap” to 
Start it spinning again. Drop the string off your arm and 
retrieve the yo-yo back to your hand. 


_ Letters to the Editor 


Two Years for the Price of One 

When I subscribed to Yo-Yo Times in May, I fell into the 
high school category and, therefore, paid $18 for a one-year 
subscription. With your new subscription rates ($12 per year, 
$18 for two years), do I have a one-year or a two-year sub- 
scription? 

Also, how can I get back issues? 

Keep up the good work, 

Taro Yamashita 
Littleton, Mass. 

[Taro: Thanks for writing. We automatically extended your 
subscription, making it for two year, when the prices changed. 

Anyone who originally paid $18 received two years, those 
who paid $24 received three years. 

Back issues are $2 each plus a self-addressed, stamped en- 
velope. Postage is 25 cents for the first issue plus 20 cents for 
each additional issue. (Each issue weighs just under an 
ounce.) This offer is good so long as we have copies of those 
issues; they are going fast!] 

At the Museum: Sponsors Needed 

I am pleased to be able to distribute your Yo-Yo Times. We 
get visitors from all over. 

I hope something will happen in the near future so we can 
develop a yo-yo program here in the museum at the Cannery. 

When Don Watson received your third issue, he saw the 
article about us, called, came over and did some great demon- 
strations with a lot of children and parents in the Playspace. 
He’s willing to help out for the special promotional month. 

Also, a teenager came in today and demonstrated in- 
credible yo-yo skills. He also read about us in your newsletter. 

We’ re looking for several yo-yo companies to sponsor a 
yo-yo month. I also had a great talk with Don Duncan, and 
he’s sending his yo-yos. Thanks! 

Stevanne Auerbach, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

San Francisco International 
Toy Museum 

[The Toy Museum is located in The Cannery, 2801 Leaven- 
worth St., San Francisco, CA 94133, 415/441-TOYS. Hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10-6; Sunday 11-5. Closed 
Mondays. They're always looking for local yo-yoers who 
might be willing to drop in on a volunteer basis and put on 
demonstrations for visitors. Call Stevanne for details.] 
Calling All Collectors 
To the Editor: 

I am interested in hearing from other yo-yo collectors or 
parties interested in trading old yo-yos—or just getting 
together to yo-yo itself. 

Bob Zeuschel 


805 Westbrooke Meadows Ct 
Ballwin, MO 63021 
314/225-4515 


ADV », aeoucoan 


Use these fun cailing cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo’s offer a full 19/4” circle of advertising 
Space while creating fun and challenge! 
¢ White, high-impact plastic 
¢ Attached string 
* Your logo hot stamped on 

vinyl colored discs. 
Choose from a variety of colors. 
Minimum order 250. 


Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 


YOMEGA— 
THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Executive edition—black watchcase, Brass 


plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch. 
To order send $19.95 each 
plus $2 shipping and handling to: 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


Who Makes It? 

I was wondering why the Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd. was 
making the “Official Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yo,” when actually Tom 
Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos Ltd. are the makers of the yo-yo Tom 
Smothers uses on the Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour. 

I would like to see Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos come out with Tom 
Smothers’ real yo-yo. 

Corey Sims 
Marion, Ohio 

[Corey: As you may know, Tom Kuhn is a dentist who has 
a passionate love for the yo-yo. He spent some 10 years 
developing the 3-in-] No-Jive, which is the one Tom Smothers 
used on his show this past spring. 

The two Toms are good friends. Kuhn decided against 
making the official Yo-Yo Man model because he does not 
have the facilities to turn out the millions of yo-yos at the 
somewhat lower price required for a mass-marketed yo-yo. So 
Tom Smothers turned to Hummingbird. “I went with Brad 
Countryman [owner of Hummingbird] because he’s a guy who 
takes pride in the quality of his yo-yos—even in the paint 
job,” Tom Smothers told us. “He does a handsome job. Each 
yo-yo is hand sanded.” Also, Hummingbird has the facilities 
to produce virtually unlimited quantities. 

However, do not despair. Tom Kuhn does produce a 
Smothers Brother Yo-Yo! It’s called the “Smo-Bro-YoYo” and 
is laser carved with Tom Smother’s autograph on one side and 
Dick Smother’s on the other. Like the 3-in-1 No-Jive, the yo-yo 
unscrews and comes apart at the axle. It comes with a velour 
pouch, extra axles and string, plus instruction booklet. Price: 
$22.50 plus $2.50 handling per order. You’ |l find Kuhn’s ad- 
dress in his ad elsewhere in this issue.] 


Still More Questions 
To the Editor: 

Thanks for running some of my tricks in the last issue. 
Here are a few questions. Can any of your readers help supply 
the answers? 

What are the current world records in yoing? What are the 
prerequisites to breaking those records? Who has to be there 
for official documentation? 

Is the only difference between a Phantom Yomega and Ex- 
ecutive model an aesthetic one, or is there a difference in per- 
formance as well? 

Ross Olney in The Amazing Yo-Yo briefly mentions 
scholarships offered to yoists from various yo-yo companies. 
Do these still exist? If so, please send or print details on how 
to acquire this fun financial aid. 

Has anyone thought of an alternative to string, like a good 
synthetic that doesn’t break easily but performs just as well? 
Can you buy the string directly from the manufacturers in 
bulk? Where? Who makes the best quality? 

El Tortuga de Kaas 
Tucson, AZ 


[Readers, can you answer any of these questions? Send 
your answers to us, and we’ ll forward them along—and pos- 
sibly print some of them in upcoming issues.] 
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Professor Yo-Yo Says... 


What’s in a Name? Pick Your Own 


Are you a serious yo-yoer? Have you developed a little act 
you can perform on a moment’s notice to a group of kids 
who’ve gathered around you on a street corner or for a more 
formal occasion such as a birthday party or office picnic? 

If so, you’re in show biz! If you’ ve studied show biz at all, 
you might have noticed that the vast majority of stars are inter- 
nationally famous under names that often bear a faint or no 
resemblance to the ones they were born with. 

Have you developed a professional name for your yo-yo 
act? Tom Smothers is well known by his own name, yet when 
he dons his yo-yo persona, he transforms himself into The Yo- 
Yo Man. Tom Kuhn is Dr. Yo. Dan Volk is The Yo Master. 
Phil Morin is The Yo-Yo King. Bob Rule is Mr. Yo-Yo. Carl 
Bates is The SpinMaster. 

What name do you call yourself? For the second summer 
in arow, I taught a yo-yo class at my daughter’s summer 
camp (see the series of stories I’ve written on it, which con- 
cludes in this issue). The kids persisted in calling me “The Yo- 
Yo Man.” I protested that that moniker belongs to Tom 
Smothers. I realized that I needed one of my own, so I recent- 
ly adopted the name, “Professor Yo-Yo.” I asked several old 
pros, and none of them said they’d ever heard of anyone else 
calling himself by that name. So, that’s my stage name, al- 
though you can still call me “Stu.” 

A few hints: If you’re having trouble coming up with a 
name, get out your thesaurus and start paging through the 
more common categories of names. Royalty names (Duke, 
Prince, King, Queen, etc.) and nobility titles (Sir, Madam, 
Master, Lord) are good words to start with. Also, try variations 
on “Master” such as Maestro and Magnifico. Are you more 
mysterious in your performances? You might like to look 
under Magician or Wizard. Exotic? Then you might want to 
try a term like Gypsy or Tramp. Are you hilarious? You might 
like to look up synonyms for the word Clown. 

Couple the word with yo-yo or some other related word 
(such as string, top, spin, turn, etc.) and—presto!—suddenly 
you are Sir Yo-Yo, The Yo-Yo Queen, The Wizard of the 
Strings, The Master of the Flying Tops, The Clown Prince of 
Lg or whatever marvelous combination you can come up 
with. 

Before you print up a 1000 business cards with your new 
name on it, however, drop us a line and we’ll try to let you 
know if anyone else is already using it. We’ll print a line or 
two about you in an upcoming issue, and then the whole 
world will know your new yo-yo identity. —S.C. 


Yo Tips 


Better Loops: Going by the Book 

If you’ve been struggling, trying to learn how to "loop the 
loop,” here’s a tip that several more advanced yo-yoers taught 
us. Put a book or a piece of paper under your elbow and hold 
it up against your side while practicing loops. In this way, you 
won’t be able to move your arm all over the place, and you’ll 
learn to use your wrist more effectively. The secret of throw- 
ing repeated loops is in the wrist. Ideally, only the wrist and 
hand should move—in a circular motion—while the arm 
remains virtually motionless. 


Two-Handed Loops: Coming Up Short 

If you’re trying to learn to do two-handed “loops-the- 
loops,” try cutting the string on your left-hand yo-yo about 
one inch shorter than the right-hand string. (If you are a lefty, 
reverse this advice.) Presumably your right arm will be slight- 
ly stronger, and the shorter string will help the left arm stay in 
better sync with the right arm’s efforts. Experiment with dif- 
ferent lengths until you find the combination that works best. 


Head Protection: Hit the Moon, Nor Your Self 

Trying to learn to "shoot the moon," one of the most dif- 
ficult—and dangerous—tricks? Many a kid has bonked him- 
self on the head learning that trick. 

Take a tip from The Yo-Yo Man, Tom Smothers. “Wear a 
plastic welder’s mask to protect yourself while you’re practic- 
ing,” Tom says. “It took me nearly a year to learn how to do 
‘shoot the moon.’...I hit myself twice early in the process until 
I learned this tip.” 


Traveling Exhibit is Tops 


"Tops" is the name of a traveling exhibit that is currently 
touring the country. One portion of the "Tops" exhibit features 
a hands-on demonstration of the yo-yo’s scientific principles. 

The exhibit was developed by and first appeared at the 
Boston Children’s Museum. The Association of Science-Tech- 
nology Centers in Washington, D.C., is managing the tours of 
two similar exhibits. 

The Discovery Center in Amarillo, Texas, and the Dis- 
covery Center Museum in Rockford, Hl., will each host one of 
the exhibits between Oct. 1 and Nov. 27. If you live in or near 
either city, call your museum for the latest information about 
events connected with the touring exhibit. 

The exhibits next move on to the Oregon Museum of 
Science and Industry in Portland and the Evansville (Indiana) 
Museum of Arts and Science from Dec. 17 through Feb. 


SUSCRIBE TODAY 


[| YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo Times newsletter. Enclosed is my subscription payment as follows: 


[| 1 year subscription to Yo-Yo Times 
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